EDUCATION   FOR  A   WORLD  ADRIFT

what is innocent from what is poison. You have refused
him the masters of human thought, who would in some
sense have educated him because of their incidental cor-
ruption. You have shut up from him those whose thoughts
strike home to our hearts, whose words are proverbs,
whose names are indigenous to all the world, the standard
of their mother tongue, and the pride and boast of their
countrymen, Homer, Ariosto, Cervantes, Shakespeare,
because the old Adam smelt rank in them; and for what
have you reserved him? You have given him 'a liberty
unto' the multitudinous blasphemy of his day; you have
made him free of its newspapers, its reviews, its magazines,
its novels, its controversial pamphlets, of its Parliamentary
debates, its law proceedings, its platform speeches, its songs,
its drama, its theatre, of its enveloping, stifling atmosphere
of death.1

Ruthless expurgation is a mora] danger.

To expurgate literature is as impossible as to exter-
minate microbes, but we can take the same measures
against its corruptions as we take against microbes. Some
of the worst can be destroyed or avoided ; we can make
people aware of the existence and character of others; and
we can immunise human beings from their attack by
building up the general health, till it is strong enough to
resist infection. "The mischief, as Newman says, eis to be
met not with argument, not by protests and warnings, but
by means of the great counterfascination of purity and
truth.' Bring people up in the company of the first-rate,
whether in art, thought, morals, or anything else and they
will instinctively detect what is inferior. Anyone used to
good pictures, good wine, good literature or good men, is
not likely to care for bad pictures, bad wine, bad literature
or bad men, and needs no further protection than the
standard insensibly implanted by living with the first-rate.
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